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the Depressed Classes forcibly to assert their right ?— The difficulty there was that this tank is surrounded by private houses, which have private access to the tank. There are certain public steps down to that tank. Those public steps anyone in the place has the right, so far as we know, to use ; but the difficulty was at the time as to what were the private rights over that tank of the residents immediately round it.
 56.	The public would be entitled to go down the
public steps to the  water's  edge ?—That is what
Government  made  up  their  minds  to  allow,   and
police had been ordered there to see it was allowed.
 57.	Was there any opposition to it ?—There might
have been by the higher castes.
 58.	You see my point ?    I think very probably
the Rao Bahadur has it in mind.    Taking it that
the  Government  had  adopted  the resolution,   one
would have thought that it would not be necessary
for the Depressed Classes forcibly to assert their
right.    Apparently it must have been due to some
local opposition ?—Local opposition entirely.
 59.	Owingjto the local opposition, the local munici
pality did not know what to do, and withdrew their
resolution ?—Yes.    I think they were influenced very
largely by the high caste people also.
The Chairman :  Was that what you wanted to ask ? Rao Bahadur Rajah :  Yes, that is the point.
Rao Bahadur Rajah : * * * Apart from the efforts of non-official organisations, what official action has been taken by Government since the Reforms were introduced to secure these civic rights for my people ? It is stated in this book that a large section of the population is denied its legitimate civic rights.
The Chairman : " Owing to the prevalence of " untouchability a large section of the population is "" denied the enjoyment of its legitimate civic rights."
60. Rao Bahaditr Rajah : Yes. With reference to that remark, what official action has been taken by Government since the Reforms to secure these civic rights for the Depressed Classes ?—I have just said that Government accepted that resolution in 1926 by which grants were withdrawn from local bodies which did not allow the Depressed Classes to go to dharamshalas or schools or usje the public water-supply. There is no law by which they can force a touchable to touch an untouchable.
May I add something to what I said just now ? We were speaking of what Government had done for the Depressed Classes. I should like to refer to the first few sentences on page 383*. * * *
61. The Chairman : * * * Are you right when you said that resolution was passed in 1926 ? Look at the bottom of page 383*. * * * It was in 1923 ?—Yes. You are quite right.
63. Mr. Hartshorn : You said, I think, that on one occasion only had Government found it necessary to reduce the grants or apply penalties (whatever those penalties might be) because the local authority did not comply with the resolution. When those penalties were imposed, what was the result in that particular case ?—Up to the time when I handed over charge of the department, no report had come in from the Collectors.
Dr. Ambedkar : May I explain, on a point of information ? After the resolution of 1923 was adopted by the Legislative Council it was found out that this resolution was only a pious wish, and that beyond a mere declaration of the policy of Government there was no means to bring the resolution into effect.
The Witness : I was just going to say that.
Dr.  Ambedkar:   Consequently,  in  1925 another
resolution was moved, and was accepted, whereby
it was resolved that in case any local authority did
not bring the Resolution of 1923 into\effect, it should
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 have its discretionary grant stopped. That was the penalty provided in the Resolution. Besides the local grants, the Government gives to the local bodies certain discretionary grants, and the penalty was with respect to the withholding of these discretionary grants. Now, I do not know in how many cases these discretionary grants have been withheld, but I think Mr. Turner will not disagree with me if I say that notwithstanding the subsequent resolution wi'th regard to the withholding of discretionary grants, the situation remains what it was even before 1923.
64.	The   Chairman:   That  is  a very  interesting
contribution,  Dr.  Ambedkar,      *      *      *      Might
I just try to bring the point to a head by asking Mr.
""    icr this one question, and possibly when we take
the Memorandum on the Depressed Classes we may be able to get Mr. Turner part of the time to be available in case we want some information. What I should like to know, Mr. Turner, is this : On the whole, do you or do you not think that there has been some advance, some improvement made in your time, or in the last few years if you like, in the direction of better facilities for the Depressed Classes ? Do you see any signs of any advance ?—Certainly.
 65.	You have no doubt about it ?—I  have no
doubt about it.
 66.	I am not asking the question wnether you are
satisfied with the result, or suggesting that there is
not a lot more to do ;  but I think we should like to
know your view as to whether there has been an
advance.—Certainly, sir.     It would have been un
thinkable when I came out that any " untouchable "
should be a member of the local municipality or
local boards.    That is 25 years ago ;   it would have
been unthinkable then.
 67.	Still, that only affects the individual, who, by
his own character or education or qualities, has made
himself fit for such an office ; but I am rather think
ing of the mass of the Depressed. Classes.    What I
want to know is whether you think that there has
been, or whether you know if there has been, in
your time, more particularly in the last few years,
some advance in the provision that the law makes
and enforces for better treatment of the Depressed
Classes as a whole.    I am not speaking merely of
nomination or representation on bodies ?—Well, I am
afraid that as far as the social system goes it is very
difficult to say how far there has been an advance,
because the strict Hindu, I am afraid, is as strict
now as he ever was, though he often professes publicly
to be much more liberal than he really is.
 68.	Of course, we all appreciate that legislation
and administration are not always effective instru
ments for producing immense and  prompt changes
of social attitude, but still, there are some things
which legislators and administrators can do.    You
have   mentioned   some,—the   possibility   of   a  law
which provides that public wells should be .avail
able for all, including the Depressed Classes, or the
provision that public schools should be so available.
If those things are enforced, you know, undoubtedly
they are a very material element in improvement,
and what I wanted to know, quite generally, was
whether you thought there had been some advance
in actual results in securing in those ways effectively
better treatment for the Depressed Classes ?—Yes,
I think one can say fairly that there has been some
advance.    I cannot go much further than that.
 69.	It is no good passing a law, you know, if it
is   not   observed ?—With   regard   to   schools,   for
instance,  I think we have been successful.    Only
in five schools in the Surat district, they still insist
upon  the  Depressed  Class  children  sitting   apart
from the other classes.
 70.	Assuming what you say about that is accurate,
does that indicate a material change from what we
should have found had we been in this country
26  years ago ?—I should say yes,  as far as my
memory of Gujarat goes 25 years ago, when even a
Depressed Class witness was made to stand outside
on the verandah, and was not allowed to stand in the
same room with the others.

